
An audio version of this Newsletter is on our website.

Anniversary edition – steady ethos, changing partners.

We have decided that this year is the 75th anniversary of Miriam Dean’s mission!  It’s 
not easy at this distance to determine exactly when the work started (not uncommon 
in history), but it seems highly likely that the first parcels will have gone to Germany in 
1946 prior to Miriam’s visit the following year.  She wrote later of being motivated to “lift 
just a tiny corner of this vast weight of suffering”; in hindsight this phrase can be seen 
to sum up the ethos of what became the Fund, formally constituted by deed in 1964.  
We have only ever been big enough to lift tiny corners, but we genuinely believe that 
we have alleviated suffering.

When Germany no longer presented a need, Miriam 
found suffering to address in Algeria, Palestine and 

Jordan, Tanzania, amongst the Tibetan refugees 
and ultimately in southern India, where many 

of our Partners are today experiencing the 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic (see 
inside).  The search did not stop with Miriam’s 
passing in 1980; it was taken forward by Val 
& Trevor Dorey. and we now fund Partners 
doing essentially the same work 75 years 
later in Kenya and South Africa.  What 

started with parcels has now become grant 
funding, and many other features of our business 

have generally kept pace with humanity’s 
developments.
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But the ethos has held steady; it comes out of our shared experience of living in this world 
and perhaps that’s particularly apt this year.  Miriam’s parents were killed in an air-raid, 
but that did not stop her helping in the nation that had launched the raid.  We have 
experienced very similar issues to our partners throughout the pandemic, and that further 
encourages us to continue to work to the principles of voluntary service that Miriam 
established.  Thank you for being along with us on the journey. 

CODI laundry in Nairobi



As we go to print with this Newsletter, the UK 
media has been full of the severe escalation 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in India.  We asked 
our Partners about their recent experience.

In Kerala at Mannackanad, Sr Rani tells us that 
the “situation continues to remain grim”.  The 
second wave of the pandemic has stretched 
health care infrastructure to its limit.  Many of 
the Special School’s students and families are 
affected, “they remain at home unable to go to 
hospitals since there is no place in hospitals”.

Babu at AHM says that the “Theni District is 
one of the ten in Tamil Nadu that reported a 
high number of cases; a complete lockdown is 
planned” (in early May).

DEEPAM, with Sr Hilaria at the helm, is based 
in the same complex in Vathalagundu as the 
Leonard Hospital.  The Fund has helped in the 
past to buy equipment for the hospital, and 
trustees have stayed there during our visits.  
Hilaria says “indeed it is very painful to see the 
happenings around ... continuously hearing 
cries, loss, death ... going through tough times.  
The sisters, doctors and hospital staff members 
are almost working 24x7.  There is a great need 
for ventilators, an oxygen plant, medicines ...”. 

We last met Sr Dr Jacqueline in 2016; she has 
e-mailed: “day after day the … positive cases 
are in the upward pattern.  The government 
is asking us to set apart 50% of … beds for 
COVID patients”.  The Hospital has converted 
the Nursing School to COVID wards is admitting 
those with mild symptoms because “living 
conditions are not suitable for their home 
isolation”.  “We do face the challenges in many 

ways, all the same trying to do our best for 
humanity in these trying times”

.

APPEAL
A special collection in response to the crisis 
in India was started in early May by St Nicolas 
Church here in Newbury.  We have teamed up 
with them to match that collection and send 
funds to the Leonard Hospital.  An appeal went 
to those of you we are in touch with by e-mail 
and has received a wonderful response; so much 
so that we are now expecting to be able to 
help our other Partners who are also informing 
us of needs.  Please add to this response if you 
are able to.  Online donations would be most 
welcome: visit our website and click DONATE 
to see the options, using “COVID” as a reference 
if making a bank transfer.  If you contribute by 
cheque, please write “COVID” on the back.

www.miriamdeanfund.org.uk

COVID-19 UPDATE

“COVID treatment at Leonard Hospital”



The first mention of RUADT in these 
newsletters occurs in Winter 2000; it features 
a picture of the Miriam Dean Cottage, so by 
that stage there had been a couple of years 
of engagement with Murugan and his vision 
of support to disabled youngsters.  He had 
founded RUADT in 1991 on his own land 
(where he still lives).

The Cottage (pictured behind Murugan 
during the 2018 visit) was the first of several 
buildings we helped to provide on the 
campus in Bodinyakkanur, Tamil Nadu.  These 

accommodated physically disabled children, 
and RUADT buses (we have funded several) 
enabled them easily to attend local schools 
rather than being left in remote communities.  

A very worthwhile mission, but it’s not in 
Murugan’s nature to rest contented when more 
needs to be done; the buses (after the school 
run) collect mentally disabled youngsters and 
bring them to the campus for such therapy 
and education as fits their needs.  Beyond 
conventional school age, the help turns to 
training making, for example, paper bags for 
which there is a good market.  

Physiotherapy is a key enabler, so Sentilkumar 
(Murugan’s deputy) is busy, but with enough 
capacity to create, with our funding, a mobile 
unit to treat elderly and disabled folk in a wide 
area and to offer services to local hospitals.

During the pandemic the campus and buses 
have been meeting new needs in providing 
midday meals for elderly folk in the nearby 
village of Annapoorna. 

Conversations about future funding needs are 
always challenging and thought-provoking as 
Murugan seeks to extend his care; we know 
he will have identified a further need and be 
looking for our support.  We also know that 
he does this from a genuine concern for his 
community and a proven track-record of 
meeting their needs.

Starting in this anniversary Newsletter, we plan to write some brief histories of our 
engagement with our current Partners.  The first is RUADT.

RURAL AREA DEVELOPMENT TRUST



www.miriamdeanfund.org.uk.

Try this QR-code to visit the website 
on your smart phone!

You’ll find enclosed with this newsletter our updated pamphlet.  In 2008 we created the first 
of these to provide more general information about the Fund than would be found in any 
newsletter.  They have been put on information stands (eg. in churches) and handed out 
when we have held concerts and other functions – yes there was a time we did that!  Thirteen 
years on, and with our new branding for newsletter and website, this needed an update.  For 
our loyal supporters there should be nothing in it that is new, so after scanning it:

PLEASE GIVE IT AWAY!

It is our hope that by doing so we may recruit new supporters who, like you, will buy into our 
mission and help us in “reaching out to the world’s poorest”.

If you would like additional copies for an information stand, please let us know.

Our new website has gone live!  The old 
accessibility issues have now been resolved 
and for those of you who choose this 
means of accessing our information it is all 
there – the current and recent newsletters 
(and we will continue to provide an audio 
version), updates on Partners and, of course, 
an easy means of donating.  Come and see 
us and do please leave a message or give us 
your feedback.

WEBSITE UPDATE
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NEW PAMPHLET



January 2021 should have seen a visit by Trustees to our Partners in southern India, but 
of course, that was impossible due to the pandemic.  By way of a work-around, we 
organised short calls using the Zoom video app with each of our seven Partners 
in India, Kenya and South Africa.  It was a very useful way to catch up with 
the leaders, although some calls were more successful than others.  It is 
something we will do again, but we are equally convinced that it could 
not replace visiting in the longer term.  When we are able, we do expect 
to travel again.

The same Newsletter which featured the visit to RUADT (p3), 
also carried a report on the first visit to the Miriam Children’s 
Village built with our funds by Reaching the Unreached and 
emerging from the bond between Miriam and Br James 
Kimpton.  It also told of the relationship between Miriam 
and Mary Taring a noble Tibetan woman and founder 
of the Tibetan Homes Foundation who had recently 
died.  Funding was promised to enlarge accommodation 
there, and call it Mary & Miriam’s Home.  Miriam’s legacy 
continues in many different ways and places. 

Moving largish sums of money through the international 
banking system is something we do each year, but it often 
presents challenges.  We have successfully changed over to 
using our CAF bank account to send the grants.  The Indian 
government has put new regulations in place to ensure that all 
“foreign contributions” are routed through the State Bank in New 
Delhi, and our Partners have had to open new accounts.  Happily, 
the first payment has been made by this route and has worked – 
literally a relief all round!

Your donations come in many and varied ways, and some arrive with a letter.  
One such letter, recently received from Roy and Dorothy Jarred, tells of how they 
have been supporters for 60 years having met former trustees Trevor and Val Dorey on 
their honeymoon in Torquay.  The friendship continues, as does their much valued association 
with the Fund.  Do you have a connection?  We love to receive your letters and the news they contain, so 
please keep them coming.

Snippets

www.miriamdeanfund.org.uk



We are a small charity, founded in the late 1940s, when it operated out of Miriam Dean’s home.  

We reach overseas to some of the world’s poorest people in partnership with established local groups, 
providing financial resources to turn their ideas into a positive reality.  Our Partners work in: physical & 

mental disability; education & training; health and the elderly.  We visit them regularly.

At home, we aim to maintain personal contact with our supporters, hoping to make it feel like 
an extended family.

We do all this voluntarily.  We have no staff or premises and minimal expenses (covered 
by income from funds awaiting allocation), so that we can send overseas every 

penny given to us in donations.  At the moment, we are sending around £140,000 
each year.

We believe that the poor, of whatever race or creed, are the special concern of 
“the great love at the heart of all that is”.  Consequently, they are our special 

concern too – and that is our motivation.

Small print: We are sending you this newsletter because you have indicated your 
consent, or you have donated within the last 18 months.  You can change your 
consent by contacting us (see below).  We promise to keep your details securely and 
will never pass them to a third party.

A final word about “ethos”.

At the heart of the Christian life we find compassion and the call to leave the 
ego-self behind. Miriam followed that path and discovered that the same two 

spiritual gifts moved those of other faiths to share her work.

She also discovered, as have her successors, that to give is to receive abundantly 
in return. In giving selflessly we find our oneness with all humanity. And we find, 

too, the path to humility as we recognise how much the beauty and simplicity of 
the suffering poor have to teach us.

We can still “lift only tiny corners” of human suffering – or as Mother Teresa said, “do 
small things with great love”.  But those tiny corners and those small things do, little by little, 

change our world – a world that in the next seventy-five years will need to change more than 
ever before.

Only an ethos of compassion and selflessness will suffice for that transformation. Trevor Dorey

About the Fund

Postscript
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