
Sr Hilaria from DEEPAM in southern India writes: “The pandemic has peeled off lives 
and livelihoods for millions of people across the world. India, the second highest 
populous country is one of the most affected countries”.

We write to update you on how the 
pandemic has affected all our overseas 
Partners.  We have all been affected by 
COVID-19 as it makes inroads into our lives, 
with the loss of freedom and contact with 
loved ones and as our lives become smaller. 
Significant though these losses are, for 
many the effects have been much worse 
with the loss of a household income or the 
death of a close relative or friend.  

In the following pages we tell you of the 
consequences for our Partners who even 
in normal times live with the effects of 
poverty and social deprivation.  These 
issues have been compounded by the 
pandemic and we relay the information on 
the basis that we have received it; in some 
cases quoting directly from the letters that 
we have received.  Some of the issues like 
child abuse cannot be easily addressed by 
increased funding, but many of them can 
be.  We ask that you read the words that 
tell of the lives changed and the hardships 
endured and then consider whether you 
are in a position to give a small additional 
donation, so that we can in our turn offer to 
fund the children that go without food and 
the families where a subsistence income 
can no longer be created.

Our optimism prevails that, through 
individual acts of generosity, we can 
continue to make a difference even in this 
situation and hopefully change the lives 
of others and bring them new hope.  It is 
self-evident that with COVID-19 we are in 
it together and that the way through is 
by shared action, so that we can lift each 
person to a place where life’s basic needs 
can be met.

Dear Friends,
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Mannackanad Special  
School in Kerala
Sr Rani reports: “It’s very sad to note that 
our parents and pupils are struggling at 
home”.  The prolonged lockdown and school 
closure have been particularly hard for 
parents of severely disabled youngsters.  
“Many are getting into depression and they 
are becoming more violent”.  Online classes 
are available for students, but many are not 
equipped for this.  The teachers also make 
home visits and are working with parents 
to do the activity and giving counselling to 
parents and siblings.  “The pandemic is not yet 
under control; it’s not known when the school 
will be opening”.

DEEPAM
DEEPAM’s model of supplementary education 
in the community for marginalized Dalit 
caste children is well-suited for this crisis.  
With schools closed for seven months, pupils 
have lost their education and the important 

midday meal.  Those equipped and able to pay 
are given online education, but that seldom 
applies to the youngsters that DEEPAM helps.  
However, more than 1,500 children from 75 
villages are being given nutritious packs, 
followed by education in their villages.  The 
focus is on the basics with dancing, singing, 
drawing, playing games and doing yoga.  With 
limited resources it is often challenging, yet 
Sr Hilaria says that parents and children “can 
never forget” what the Miriam Dean Fund has 
made possible.

 

From Loaves & Fishes Network in East London, South Africa where we support Early 
Childhood Development Centres, the General Manager, Pateka, has told us:

“… it has been a tough year, demands are different and we have to adapt.  South Africa entered 
into a hard lockdown in an attempt to curb or slow down the transmission of COVID-19.  
Nevertheless, we have tried to cope with COVID-19 and its devastation to our communities.  
Also, it exposed our country to the inequality and poverty more than before, and for L&FN the 
reality of human suffering has been in our faces.  Communities are in dire straits, ECD centres 
have not reopened yet and children are at risk in all spheres.  As an organisation, we are trying 
very hard to fund-raise…”

We have received these reports too from our Partners in India: 

Reports from our Partners on the effects of COVID-19
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AHM TRUST
The only part of the AHM operation not to 
be affected has been the accommodation for 
elderly people: Udhavumkarangal (Helping 
Hands).  Where possible children in the 
Nesakarangal (Loving Hands) hostel were sent 
back to families as a result of government 
direction, and the staff have kept in touch.  The 
clinic was closed, and on re-opening Babu 
reports that “we are treating the patients near 
the gate and not allowing them inside so that 
our elderly residents should not get infected”.  
Training courses for example in nursing, which 
the Fund helped to facilitate, have ceased to 
operate.  AHM runs the local Childline service; 
with increased child-abuse, its activities have 
been enhanced in co-operation with the 
police & local authorities.

Jeevan Jyothi
The Hospice was founded with help from 
the Fund in response to the AIDS epidemic; 
COVID-19 rather swamps that, but of course, 
some people will be affected by both.  Sr 
Anastasia writes: “in July and August we did 
not admit any patients due to the pandemic”.  
Admissions restarted from later September 
provided the patient and any attender had 
negative tests.  Treatment of over 400 out-
patients has continued.  Support going into 
the community, which was already part of the 
service, has been strengthened with a new 
focus on 140 families with elderly and disabled 
members in two Tribal villages.

RUADT
In mid-September when case numbers had 
reduced locally there was some optimism 
from Murugan who said: “I think we are slowly 
returning to normal and starting to resume 

our project activities.  The (mentally disabled) 
pupils requiring urgent intervention were 
called to the centre for therapy and education”.  
They are following safety measures including 
social distance, face masks and sanitisation.  
“All the students and parents including special 
educators are very happy to come back”.  But 
until Government gives approval for use of 
RUADT’s buses, the students and staff are 
using public transport, constraining the centre 
to operate below full strength.

Tibetan Homes, northern India
News from the Tibetan Homes Foundation 
(THF), in particular about their care of some 80 
elderly persons.  Ten of the Fund’s supporters 
continue to sponsor ten of these elderlies.  “We 
are all doing fine with His Holiness’ (Dali Lama) 

blessings” says project officer Dekyi Wangmo.  
The Health Team makes frequent visits to 
check body temperature, blood pressure and 
for any health-related problems.  Masks, hand 
sanitisers and social distancing where possible 
are the norm and every weekend “a proper 
sanitisation of the elderly homes occurs”.  We 
can all echo their sentiment: “sending prayers 
to end the pandemic earliest!”
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It has always been part of the ethos of the Fund to visit our Partners overseas 
regularly so that we can assess the needs and ensure that funds sent are used 
appropriately.  Jenny and Robert were intending to visit southern India early next 
year, but clearly this will not be possible.  We will, therefore, be arranging ‘meetings’ 
with our Partners by Zoom, or equivalent, as the next best alternative, so that we 
can at least have some form of face to face discussions with them.  We have already 
become used to Trustees’ meetings by Zoom and these have worked well.  There 
is the additional benefit with this method in that all the trustees can be involved 
together.  But we will want to resume the real visits when the situation allows. 

We wrote last time about our visit to 
CODI in Nairobi and noted that we were 
looking to make an additional grant for 
an incubator for the Chicken and Rabbit 
project.  We had a great response to 
this and have sent rather more than we 
initially planned to.

Nicholas reports that a batch of 50 
chickens was sold in September at a very 
good price, and about 100 chicks and 
more feed are being bought, so the project 
is growing.  This achieves the fund-raising 
aim, and with the incubator, costs will be 
lower.  It has also given the young men 
a new purpose to combat the inactivity 
resulting from COVID-19.

Inevitably the barbershops and laundries 
have been affected.  CODI has done its best 
to support the businesses and dependent 
families financially, mentally and socially. 

Educational support at the Centre had 
to cease, but home visits are made with 
books and some basic financial support 
where possible.  Nicholas writes: “we did 
this because life has really been tough for 
the poor”.

Community Organisation Development Initiative

Overseas visits

Chicks at CODI
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We appealed last time (as we have done for some years) for new Trustees to come 
forward.  Sadly, we were not bowled over in the stampede!  Here is another idea; we 
have the possibility of welcoming associates on an informal basis.  We would value 
their ideas and participation, as their commitments allowed, in our meetings (we have 
about 5/year and can now conduct them online so travel would not be an issue).  But 
there would be no obligation to take on any activity, rather this would just 
provide for a better insight into our deliberations.  Would that appeal to 
you?  Please get in touch by e-mail or phone (details below).

Our list of “one-off” grants in the last Newsletter included 
an organ monitor for Jeevan Jyothi.  It was in fact a “pulse 
oximeter”, and we are assured by Sr Anastasia that it is  
in use now that patients are again being admitted to  
the hospice.

Another connection from the past, albeit tinged with 
sadness.  We heard recently that Miriam’s last remaining 
cousin had passed on.  Nell Soper was, at 106, perhaps the 
oldest of our supporters; her nephew John Greenwood tells 
us that she was full of admiration for her energetic cousin, 
but not lacking in that department herself.  RIP Nell.

Another victim of COVID-19 has been the re-development of our 
website.  It is in hand; please bear with us.  The current one is still working 
at www.miriamdeanfund.org.uk. 

Snippets
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We are a small charity, founded in the late 1940s, when it operated out of Miriam Dean’s 
home.  We reach out to some of the world’s poorest and most marginalised people in 
close partnership with established local groups, providing resources to turn their ideas 
into a positive reality.  Whilst young people are a major focus, we aim to help as best we 
can where we identify a need, so raising the aspirations of all with whom we reach.

We fund activities abroad working only through trusted and regularly visited partners.  
At home, we aim to maintain personal contact with our supporters, hoping to 

make it feel like an extended family.

We do all this voluntarily.  We have no staff or premises and minimal 
expenses (covered by income from funds awaiting allocation), so that 

we can send overseas every penny given to us by individuals.  At the 
moment, we are sending around £140,000 each year.

We believe that the poor, of whatever race or creed, are the 
special concern of “the great love at the heart of all that is”.  
Consequently, they are our special concern too – and that is our 
motivation.

Small print: We are sending you this newsletter because you have indicated your consent, or you have 
donated within the last 18 months.  You can change your consent by contacting us (see below).  We 
promise to keep your details securely and will never pass them to a third party.

We expect that, like us, you prefer to focus on the positive.  Away from 
news of the pandemic, which has taken a positive turn with the vaccine 

test results, we are proud that we are just approaching our 75th anniversary! 

In 1946 Miriam was beginning her caring response to the plight of German citizens 
who had survived the horrors of war.  The awfulness of those events must not be under-
estimated, but Miriam’s response led her to develop the passion, skills and organisation to 
address other issues of deprivation and suffering around the world.  We proudly still carry her 
name and the work goes on.        

Despite current restrictions, we hope and positively expect to be able to celebrate this in 
appropriate manner during 2021, of which we will be able to tell you more in the New Year.

With best wishes from the Miriam Dean Fund Trustees.

About the Fund
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