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Dear Friends,

What a year! Politics in flux as people find their voice around the globe, with the inevitable conflict 
that it brings. How important stability becomes in the midst of change and it is the poor who, 
without an economic voice, fare the worst. India has seen a hardening of political and religious 
attitudes that has led to concern, even fear about what the future holds for those who are 
marginalised by the loss of social cohesion and political intolerance.  It is within this framework 
that we are working to maintain the financial security of our friends in India and Africa through our 
continued funding at previously established levels.

The effects of climate change have touched our charity and the consequences have left 
their destructive mark.  Kerala has seen damaging rainfall and floods that have swept away 
infrastructure and made life and communication difficult for Sister Rani at Mannackanad, our 
funded partner there. More recently India has experienced air pollution, soaring temperatures and 
drought that has affected water supplies. We stand ready to respond, if any of our partners should 
be further affected.

But all is not gloom! The work that we do is enabled by 
the kindness and generosity of you, our supporters and 
as we approach the end of 2019, we are pleased to say 
that it has been a better year financially because of your 
giving.  This of course turns into more funding security 
and better support for those marginalised in society who 
in many cases are living with deep hardship.
We are looking forward to the future with some excitement 
as we have two significant anniversaries coming up in 
the next two years.  In 2020 we will be celebrating the 
40th anniversary of Trevor and Val Dorey taking over 
from Miriam and acceding to the running of the fund.  
Then in 2021 we will commemorate 75 years since the 
starting of the fund and Miriam’s compassionate response 
to the awful plight of the German citizens in the years 
immediately after the war.  

The charity is built upon their vision and it continues to 
guide and influence our work into the future. We look 
forward to sharing these anniversaries with you!
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Looking ahead: the next overseas visit 

As regular readers and our faithful supporters will know, the principle way of assuring 
ourselves about the way our partners overseas use the funds we send them (the current 
term for this is “due diligence”) is for Trustees to make regular visits to see and hear 
for ourselves.  In these Newsletters we seem always to be reporting from the last trip or 
looking forward to the next; this time is no exception.  The Trustees are, however, doing 
other things in the meantime!

Next February, Sheila and Andy will be going to see the CODI project in Nairobi and then 
on to visit the Loaves and Fishes Network in South Africa.  Surprisingly, it will be over 
four years since Brian and Christine did the same; we will expect much to be the same, 
including the great leaders, but quite a lot to have changed.

The Community Organisation Development Initiative (which used to be called 
ROWSWANIC) continues to train and support barbers and tailors in and around the 
Kawangware slum in Nairobi.  The excellent Nicholas Mukala is the inspiration for this 
work, and we look forward to spending a couple of day with him and meeting his family 
for the first time.  The most recent project (see Snippets in the Spring Newsletter) is 
farming chickens and rabbits.  We will try to use this initiative as a theme on which to 
base a harvest appeal back home next autumn.  We think this might work for our church 
here in Newbury; if your own church is looking for a theme for an appeal, do let us know.  
This could be “create once, use many times”!

Flying via Johannesburg, we will arrive in East 
London to be greeted by Pateka and Brendan 
at L&FN and spend a couple of days with 
them.  We are sure to be taken to a number 
of the pre-schools scattered over a significant 
area around and outside the city, and we 
hope to visit the Masonwabe kindergarten 
which the Fund helped to re-house in a 
modern prefabricated building.  In the 
centre will be the L&FN hub where training 
is undertaken and the daily lunch prepared 
ready to be driven out to the many locations 
that this organisation serves.

In conversation, we will hope to understand better the issues with which both partners 
are engaging, the local environment and challenges and their plans for the future and 
how we might assist.  Watch out for the report back. 

R e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  W o r l d ’ s  p o o r e s t
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Working out at CODI



We always put something in Snippets asking to be invited to come and share news from 
the Fund with any group of which you may be a member.  Less often, we report back on 
those visits we have made, but here are a couple from this past summer.

On the western edge of Newcastle upon Tyne is a United Reformed Church which calls 
itself West End.  Every couple of years in the summer Sheila and Andy go to participate 
in their Sunday morning service, providing an update on some of the partners’ work, 
and re-meeting the lovely folk in the congregation.  The parable of the Good Samaritan 
led easily into examples of “compassionate love in action” from our overseas partners.  
The community there has been supporting us for around 20 years with Val and Reg Hall, 
both doctors who have been to see some of our partners in southern India, leading the 
engagement (and on this occasion providing a splendid lunch).  

Miriam and her husband Will were Christadelphians, although Miriam’s spiritual 
journey broadened her allegiances, but the Fund has always enjoyed the support and 
encouragement from both the organisation and a good many individual members.

Each year the Christadelphians arrange 
a weekend Summer School: a time of 
worship, study and talks, learning and 
fellowship.  Trevor and Val spoke at this a 
good many years ago, and a repeat visit 
was requested for their meeting in July, held 
at Fircroft College, Selly Oak, Birmingham.  
With all Trustees unavailable that weekend, 
Brian and Christine were persuaded out of 
retirement to go – Brian being entirely up to 
date having been in India the previous year 
with Jenny and Laura. 

After supper on the Saturday, Brian spoke to about 50 people, learning in the process 
that, while many present had not previously heard of the Fund, several had known 
Miriam personally and had fond memories to share of her early work.  As an added 
bonus, we have gathered several new images of Miriam and her family (see picture), 
which have added to our very small collection.

The significant donation from both the collection taken at the Summer School and from 
individuals present, made the visit very well worthwhile.

 

UK visits
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Miriam’s wedding: 1925
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Linked in part with the anniversaries that are mentioned on the front cover, we feel that 
it’s time to do a little work on our “branding”; nothing too radical, however!  To that 
end, we have commissioned a small local company to bring our website up to modern 
standards and allow us to put a rather greater variety of material on it.  We also need to 
update the trifold pamphlet which provides an introduction to the Fund; clearly these two 
will have a similar look – and that look will also influence the next of these newsletters.

The work on this is in hand, but we have not been able to complete it in time to be able 
to send you all the new pamphlet, or indeed the extra newsletter for you to share with 
potential supporters.  We are conscious that we promised this last time and are now 
doing so again.  Please bear with us; it will be done for next Spring’s Newsletter!

Not a particularly inspiring topic, but a necessary part of the Fund’s processes. The 
General Data Protection Regulation came into force last year. You may remember that we 
sent you OPT-IN cards so that you could let us know your preference for being contacted 
by post, email or phone. This card met the GDPR standard. Those of you who replied 
will be glad to know that, as stated on the Information Commissioner’s Office website, 
“there is no need to obtain fresh consent”. We are also able to contact those of you who 
donate regularly under Legitimate Interest – “a situation when you have reason to believe 
an individual may be interested in being communicated to”.  For these reasons, we are 
not asking you to complete OPT-IN cards again at this time. (Hurray you say!)

Under GDPR, you may 
ask us at any time for a 
copy of the information 
that we hold about 
you. You may also wish 
to change your OPT-IN 
card preferences or 
even to cancel these. 
A simple email, phone 
call or letter indicating 
your wishes will be 
sufficient.

Refreshing our brand

GDPR 
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•    Anniversaries prompt memories and, with two coming up in the next 
couple of years, we would be delighted to hear from you if you have 
any anecdotes about Miriam or Trevor and Val.  We are keen to 
collect such reminiscences and will add a library of the most 
significant ones onto our new website.

•  Sr Rani Joe at the Mannackanad Special School for the 
Mentally Challenged in Kerala continues with sporting 
success.  She tells us that a pupil from the school, 
Shimitha Shibu, played in the Indian female football 
side at the Special Olympics in Abu Dhabi earlier in 
the year.  Shimitha won a silver medal, and Sr Rani 
was with the team as a coach.

•  Looking through the annual report from our 
partner DEEPAM in Vathalgundu, Tamil Nadu, 
we find the following encouraging numbers.  
The after-school programme, which the Fund 
has supported for over a decade, reached out 
to 3492 Dalit children in 75 villages in the 
district which DEEPAM covers.  Such help for the 
disadvantaged is what our partners are about, 
and we are confident that it’s what our Supporters 
give generously to achieve. 

•  This is our regular reminder (as we said on page 2!) 
of our willingness to travel in this country and talk to 
any group in which you may be involved about the Fund 
and the work we do in reaching out to the world’s poorest.

 

 
Please also visit our website www.miriamdeanfund.org.uk when you can.

Snippets
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Trustees: Jenny & Robert Buchanan,
 

Sheila & Andy Moore, Laura Buchanan,

We are a small charity, founded in the late 1940s, and operating out of Miriam Dean’s home.  We 
reach out to some of the world’s poorest and most marginalised people in close partnership with 
established local groups, providing resources to turn their ideas into a positive reality.  Whilst 

children and young people are a major focus – orphaned, abandoned or handicapped, at risk 
or in poor health – we aim to help as best we are able where we identify a need. We 

also support health and well-being initiatives so raising the aspirations of all 
with whom we are in touch. We fund activities abroad working only through 

trusted and regularly visited friends – we know the people we serve!  
At home, we aim to maintain personal contact with our supporters 

wherever possible, hoping to make it feel like an extended family.

We do all this voluntarily. We have no staff or premises and 
minimal expenses (covered by income from funds awaiting 
allocation), so that we can send overseas every penny given 
to us by individuals.  At the moment, we are sending 
around £140,000 each year.

We believe that the poor, of whatever race or creed, are 
the special concern of “the great love at the heart of 
all that is”.  Consequently, they are our special concern 
too – and that is our motivation.

Small Print: We are sending you this newsletter because you have 
indicated your consent, or you have donated within the last 18 
months.  You can change your consent by contacting us (see below).  
We promise to keep your details securely and will never pass them to 
a third party.

I recently read that Mother Theresa said, “I knew that 
God wouldn’t place on me a burden larger than I could 

handle, but I sometimes just wish that he didn’t trust me so 
much”.

Trust works both ways; we stand up and are counted, but in 
standing up we trust that the means to fulfil our commitment 

will be provided. It seems irresponsible to say, but perhaps the 
world has conditioned us too well that we need to have our risk 

underwritten before starting the journey, where in fact it is in setting forth 
armed only with the trust that our needs will be met, that we come face to 

face with the fullness of the purpose for which we set out.
We are a small charity that is based on the trust established by our founders, and as 

such, we are trusting in our own shared bright future.  A future that responds to current needs in the 
fullness of faith that those needs will be able to be met.

About the Fund

Postscript

Robert


